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collect higher amounts from the travellers in rainy season and lesser amounts
in summer; the rent is 2 paisa each per day. These sarais are like the sarais
at Ramgunj, Two thanadars are on watch and ward duty always on behalf
of the Government. Gopigunj is a big town where all provisions are available.
I halted on the way near a pond in front of this town, when I noticed a group
of men and women numbering about 200 sitting silently under the shade of a
tree listening to a man among them3 seated on an elevated seat, reading and
explaining some classical text to them. On enquiry I found that, this was a
' BKagavata Kalakshepam '. I learned that such *kalakshepams * are organised
at Mirzapur also. Not even one out of this huge crowd turned to our side
to see the body of our palanquins. All of them were listening to the Purana
with admirable concentration. People such as this, who can concentrate on
a * Bhagavatkatha sravanam * while on fast have a skilled and trained mind and
do not require temples with Utsavams and fanfare to attract and lead them
onwards on the path to the Lord. As I had written earlier, this proves that
the people of this area have control of their minds ; and this is the reason
why many temples are neither constructed here at great cost nor arrange-
ments made for worship with great utsava vaibhavam. This has been followed
by the people of the younger generation here also. I stayed here this day and
night.
..10*A October, 1830
Waking up at. 3 hours before day break on Sunday the 20th and cover-
ing a distance of 12 miles, I reached Andy or sarai at 3 hours. The road has
been laid on the path with all bridges on streams along with the erection of
milestones on the road. Metal has not been spread but the road is consolida-
ted. This * sadak ' or road has been laid up to Kasi and Prayag. The road
thus has been laid upto Kasi from Gopigunj. Summer has been increasing
in intensity after our leaving Jubbulpore. The western winds also increased
their intensity, fay the time we reached Mirzapur. No one should take this road
after 6 hours in the morning. The land from Mirzapur onwards is composed
of Palaregada* and when men walk on it5 very fine dust finer than soft -
sandal wood powder gets churned up and this is a nuisance to pedestrains.
The * kos * from Mirzapur onwards is equivalent to a distance about
one mile and six furlongs. Andya-sarai has been divided into four zones
and constructed on all four sides. All provisions are available. I halted
at a sarai. There is water facility. The shade under trees near ponds
is not satisfactory. I stayed here this night.
llih October,  1830
Waking up at 3 hours before day break on Monday the llth, and
covering a distance of 12miles, Ireached Joosy sarai at 8 hours. There is a well-
laid road on the path, and as in the case of yesterday, milestones also have been
erected. The soil is "Palmgada?; I am of the view that in spite of consolidation,
*   Palaregada Hteraly would nieaa milk-white clays.   The soil In the foelo-Gangetic
plain would perhaps be described better as milc-white loams ratter than clays.